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What could you do with $2.6 billion?
Why not put our energy eggs into less risky baskets.

6Add 220 MW of Additional Energy Efficiency Cost: $110 to $570 million
6Install 250 MW of Wind Cost: $500 Million
6Develop a 250 MW Solar on Rooftops Program Cost: $200 Million
6Develop 250 MW of Utility-Scale Solar (plus storage) Cost: $500 million
6Install 100 MW of Wind Turbines plus Storage Cost:  $235 million
6Install 50 MW of Geothermal Cost:  $200 million
6Build a 50 MW Biomass Plant Cost:  $150 million
6Build a 100 MW Natural Gas Combined Cycle Plant     Cost: $80 million
6Implement 75 MW Combined Heat and Power Program Cost: $185 million

TOTAL COST = $2.4 billion
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Renewable Energy Cost Trends
Levelized cost of energy in constant 2005$ 1

Source: NREL Energy Analysis Office (www.nrel.gov/analysis/docs/cost_curves_2005.ppt)
1These graphs are reflections of historical cost trends NOT precise annual historical data. DRAFT November 2005
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Average Cost per Watt of Solar Installed 
and MWs of Solar PV Installed, U.S., 
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�� Not "Sunny Day" Power Plants.Not "Sunny Day" Power Plants. The The 
solar thermal/natural gas plant is NOT a solar thermal/natural gas plant is NOT a 
"variable" power resource the utilities "variable" power resource the utilities 
cannot predict. cannot predict. 

�� AusraAusra CEO Bob Fishman predicted at CEO Bob Fishman predicted at 
the 2009 Boston Going Green the 2009 Boston Going Green 
cconference that combination design onference that combination design 
could lower total generation costs to could lower total generation costs to 
around around 7 to 8 cents per kWh7 to 8 cents per kWh .. If  built If  built 
withouwithout the natural gas turbine, total t the natural gas turbine, total 
generation costs rise to generation costs rise to 12 to 13 12 to 13 
cents/kWh.cents/kWh.

�� Utility Solar Assessment Study by Utility Solar Assessment Study by 
Clean Edge projects that PV will Clean Edge projects that PV will 
reach cost parity with conventional reach cost parity with conventional 
retail electricity pricing, on a straight retail electricity pricing, on a straight 
kWh rate basis, throughout much of kWh rate basis, throughout much of 
the U.S. by 2015. the U.S. by 2015. 
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